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THE RED CROSS 
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IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

The work of organizing state and local committees on Eed Cross 
nursing service has progressed most favorably, and we have at present 
thirty state committees and sixty-six local committees, with from five 
to ten nurses on each committee, making a total of about 600 represen- 
tative women in different sections of the country co-operating with us in 
the work of enrolling Eed Cross nurses. 

A general appeal for nurses to enroll under the Eed Cross for the ser- 
vice of their country was sent out, and the response has been most grati- 
fying. The requirements for enrolment have been made uniform with 
those for admission to the Army Nurse Corps, and the blank forms used 
are such that they may be utilized at any time for the office records of 
the Surgeon-General, should it be necessary to assign these nurses to 
duty in military hospitals, thus reducing to a minimum the clerical work 
involved when an emergency arises. 

We now have over 1800 Eed Cross nurses ready for service either 
in time of war or national calamity. Seven hundred and fifty of these 
have enrolled since January 1, 1911, and new applications are now com- 
ing in at the rate of about 200 a month. 

Early in May, during the battle of Juarez, across the border from 
El Paso, an appeal was sent to the American Eed Cross asking for assist- 
ance in caring for the wounded. At first it seemed necessary to estab- 
lish a Bed Cross hospital, and two Eed Cross nurses, Miss H. Grace 
Franklin and Miss M. Frances Birmingham, who were in El Paso at the 
time, signified their willingness to render any help possible. Miss Frank- 
lin undertook the organization of a local relief corps of nurses, but on 
May 16 the Mexican Eed Cross assumed control of the situation, and 
further assistance of the American nurses was not needed. 

On May 11 a request was received at the War Department from the 
commanding officer of the base hospital at San Antonio for the assign- 
ment of six Eed Cross nurses to that hospital. As this is an army 
hospital, it seemed wise to assign a member of the Army Nurse Corps 
as chief nurse, and Miss Bessie Bell, a graduate of the Boston City 
Hospital Training School, was ordered from Fort Bayard to San Antonio 
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for this purpose. A telegram was sent by the chairman of the National 
Committee on Eed Cross Nursing Service to the headquarters for Bed 
Cross nurses, St. Louis, Mo., asking if six Red Cross nurses could be 
secured for immediate service in San Antonio. A prompt response came 
from Miss Margaret MeKinley, registrar, stating that the following 
nurses had been selected and were ready for duty: Emma H. Beyer, 
Eleanor L. Bollman, Anna Belle Cawley, Julia H. McCorbrey, Celina B. 
Eohlfing, and Anna C. Struckmeyer. As soon as arrangements for their 
transportation could be made, they left St. Louis, reporting to the officer 
in charge of the base hospital, Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas. 
Most satisfactory reports concerning the efficiency of these nurses have 
been received from the commanding officer, convincing us that our plan 
of selecting and assigning nurses to duty is entirely practicable and will 
guarantee an adequate and satisfactory nursing personnel for any need 
which may arise. 

As many enrolled Eed Cross nurses were in Boston during the meet- 
ings of the Nurses' Associated Alumnae early in June, it seemed a favor- 
able opportunity to meet, not only the enrolled nurses, but members 
of the state and local committees as well. A generous contribution from 
Mrs. Whitelaw Eeid, a member of the National Committee on Eed Cross 
Nursing Service, made it possible to give a Eed Cross reception at Hotel 
Brunswick, Boston, on the evening of June 2. Over 200 members of 
committees and enrolled Eed Cross nurses were present, the following 
members of the National Committee receiving : Mrs. William K. Draper ; 
Miss Anna C. Maxwell; Miss Jane A. Delano; Major Charles Lynch, 
U.S.A.; Medical Inspector John M. Edgar, U.S.N. ; Miss Georgia M. 
Nevins; Miss Sophia F. Palmer, and Miss Emma M. Nichols. 

The following letters of greetings and congratulations were read: 

American Eed Cross, Washington, D. C, May 24, 1911. 

Miss Jane A. Delano, 

Chairman, National Committee Eed Cross Nursing Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Deab Miss Delano : 

Through you I desire to extend greetings to the members of the 
various nurses' committees who have assisted in organizing the Eed 
Cross Nursing Service in the United States, and particularly to all of 
those who have enrolled under the Eed Cross for the service of their 
country in time of need. Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Wm. H. Taft, 
President, American Eed Cross. 
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War Department, 
Office of the Surgeon-General, 
Washington, D. C., May 25, 1911. 

Miss Jane A. Delano, 

President, Associated Alumnae of the United States, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Miss Delano : 

It is with great gratification that I learn that nearly 2000 nurses have 
enrolled in the Ked Cross Nursing Service. The Medical Department 
always looks upon these nurses as its reserve in time of war, and this 
large enrolment is the most encouraging information I have received 
in a long time with reference to our efforts to prepare the Department 
for its work in time of emergency. 

I hope you will take occasion at your Boston meeting to express my 
appreciation of the patriotism shown by the state and local committees 
and the nurses throughout the country in responding to the call to join 
the Eed Cross Nursing Service. 

With a large enrolment of Eed Cross nurses, the difficulties that have 
been experienced by the Medical Department in obtaining a suitable 
nursing service will be impossible in the future. 

With my personal appreciation of the splendid work you have done 
as Chairman of the National Red Cross Nursing Service, believe me, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Geo. H. Torney, 
Surgeon-General, U. S. Army. 



American Eed Cross, National Headquarters, 
Washington, D. C, May 26, 1911. 

Miss Jane A. Delano, Chairman, 

National Committee on Eed Cross Nursing Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Delano : 

Will you kindly express for me to the nurses gathered at the Eed 
Cross reception my great regret that important work in Washington pre- 
vents my being in Boston, as I would so much like to be. 

Let me say in the name of the officers of the Eed Cross how greatly 
pleased we are with the enthusiasm and interest our American trained 
nurses are showing in the Eed Cross Nursing Service. The spirit of 
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patriotism and humanity thus evinced means not only a great service to 
our country, but is an inspiration to the Bed Cross Nursing Service 
throughout the world. 

With the help of our nurses in America we believe that eventually 
there will exist no finer corps of Eed Cross nurses than that in the 
United States of America. 

Thanking you and all other nurses for your earnest help and co-opera- 
tion, I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Mabel T. Boardman. 



KEEP THEM OUT 
Rules for Dealing with the Fly Nuisance 

Scbeen all windows and doors, especially the kitchen and dining- 
room. 

Keep the flies away from the sick, especially those ill with con- 
tagious diseases. Kill every fly that strays into the sick room. His 
body is covered with disease germs. 

Do not allow decaying material of any sort to accumulate on or near 
your premises. 

All refuse which tends in any way to fermentation, such as bedding, 
straw, paper waste, and vegetable matter, should be disposed of or covered 
with lime or kerosene oil. 

Screen all food. 

Keep all receptacles for garbage carefully covered and the cans 
cleaned or sprinkled with oil or lime. 

Keep all stable manure in vault or pit, screened or sprinkled with 
lime, oil, or other cheap preparation. 

Cover food after a meal ; burn or bury all table refuse. 

Screen all food exposed for sale. 

Don't forget, if you see flies, their breeding place is in nearby filth. 
It may be behind the door, under the table or in the cuspidor. 

If there is no dirt and filth there will be no flies. 

If there is a nuisance in the neighborhood write at once to the Health 
Department. — Issued by the Merchants' Association's Committee on Pol- 
lution of the Waters of New York. 



